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Dear Parents and Students,

The Eager Reader Program is a wonderful reading incentive program sponsored by Discovery’s PTSA. It is a voluntary program designed to improve students’ reading skills and to develop a love of reading. This is a great opportunity for families to connect through the shared enjoyment of reading! It should be fun! This year’s program is longer due to the addition of two extra weeks as requested by families and teachers.

Here is how the Eager Reader Program works. Students may begin logging minutes reading and/or being read to on Monday, December 18th (but please remember that just listening to audiotapes is excluded). Use the attached log sheet to record all minutes read each day outside of class – and YES minutes read for homework count! Students submit their log sheets, which must be signed by a parent or guardian, approximately every two weeks, beginning Tuesday, January 10. The Eager Reader classroom volunteer will review the log sheets, record the minutes on a master sheet, return the logs to the classroom and note if a prize has been earned. If the prize is a book, children may choose their book the following Wednesday during their lunch period.

Each reading level has its own form with the prizes marked right on it (so if you have students in different grades they may have different forms). To use this form, simply start at “5” and cross off boxes for every 5 minutes of reading.  Mark all boxes including those containing the prizes – they count for 5 minutes too. (Please don’t use markers; they can bleed through to the opposite side).

If your child completes the whole program, he or she will earn an invitation to the end-of-program Ice Cream Party to be held towards the end of March, a date to be set. It is recommended that the following daily average reading goals be kept in mind. Remember that these are goals we encourage but don’t expect that all students will complete the program.


PreK – K

1080 minutes

15 min. per day / 6 days per week / 12 weeks


1st-2nd Grade

1440 minutes

20 min. per day / 6 days per week / 12 weeks


3rd-5th Grade

2160 minutes

30 min. per day / 6 days per week / 12 weeks

The schedule for turning in your reading logs is as follows:

Tuesday, January 10

Book Prize

Tuesday, January 24

Book Prize

Tuesday, February 7

Free Popcorn Ticket

Tuesday, February 28

Prize

Tuesday, March 13 

Ice Cream Party for those who complete the program. To be held towards the 



end of March

Please remember to sign your child’s log sheet!

We encourage you to contact us with any questions that you may have. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact us~many hands make light work. Thanks in advance to the many parents who volunteer their time to make this program possible!

Sincerely,

Lisa Vik (425) 313-5832



Katie McDorman (425)392-8045

ljvik65@hotmail.com




kt.mcdorman@gmail.com

EAGER READER PROGRAM

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

When my child forgets to turn in her Eager Reader log sheet, should she just bring it in the next day?


NO!  Volunteers are only available to log minutes on scheduled turn-in days.  If your child forgets, just have her bring it in on the next Eager Reader submission day, usually 2 weeks later. Be sure to continue to record the minutes she reads. Your child will receive full credit for all minutes read for both submission periods and can pick up all book prizes she has earned on the next Wednesday.

What do we do if we lose the log sheet?


Get another sheet from the office. Record minutes as usual and turn the new form in on the next submission date with a short note. Your classroom volunteer will add in all the minutes we have previously recorded on the master log sheet.

How do I record minutes if my child reads for 13 minutes?


Many children do organize their reading time into 5 or 10-minute blocks. But if your child stops reading after an odd number of minutes, simply round to the nearest 5 minute block. Rounding “to the nearest” is a good skill to practice, so don’t always round up or down.

My child didn’t want to participate in the Eager Reader Program at first but now wants to join in the fun.  Is it too late to start participating?


Never!! There are prizes all along the way in this reading incentive program. So even if your child is unable to earn the Ice Cream Party, he can earn and select some great books and other prizes before the end of the Program.

My child gets home so late it is hard to fit in reading minutes every night.  How can he still earn the Ice Cream Party?


Remember that the 10-30 minutes (depending on grade level) 6 days a week is an average. Wednesdays are a good day to make up extra time, as are weekends and holidays. Remember, reading assigned as homework can be logged for Eager Reader as well. Be creative – keep a book or magazine in the car and have them sneak in minutes while driving or waiting for soccer practice to start. Many students even read on the bus!!

What kinds of books are available for my child to select?


We offer books that cover a wide range of reading abilities and interests for each grade level. Your child may select a book from whatever we have available. If there isn’t a book that appeals to your child, he may wait until the next time to choose a book. Remember, there is also the option of choosing a book to donate to Smile Power for the children in Bolivia.  We do take requests from the students and, within our budget constraints, will try to provide the books they want to read.

Many of my child’s friends have been invited to the Eager Reader Ice Cream Party and she really wants to go with them. She was only about 1 hour shy of finishing the program, why can’t she go?


We don’t want anybody to miss out on the Ice Cream Party or to be disappointed. If it is important to your child to finish the Program and go to the Party, please help her succeed by encouraging her reading, reading to her at home (even 5th graders enjoy being read to) and monitoring her minutes. As the end of the Eager Reader Program approaches, your classroom volunteer may notify those students who are near the goal. But exceptions at the end of the year cannot be made in fairness to those who have worked diligently to complete the program.

My child always finishes the Eager Reader Program by January and loves the prizes. Any suggestions for other incentive programs?


The King County Library System (www.kcls.org) has a wonderful reading program called “Ready-Set-Read!” that allows children to pick out free books when they have met the program’s reading requirements, which are 20 minutes per day for 20 days within a month. The Program runs from October through April, so kids can earn a total of 7 free books! You can stop by any branch of the King County Library and pick up information. If students participate in both Eager Reader and Ready-Set-Read simultaneously, they can count all their reading minutes towards both programs at once!

